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Background

Project-based learning (PBL), a widely used instructional method aimed at
problem solving through research and collaboration [5], is critical for success in the
21% century. Since projects transform classroom instruction from the theoretical,
teacher-centered approach into a more practical and student-centered experience
involving real-life activities which incorporate those 21st century skills and integrate
technology [3], students find more personal meaning in learning (proven that the
material chosen is relevant and the task given i1s well-designed) and teachers are more
successful in achievement of their educational goals [1]. Project-based learning fits
the new educational framework which requires critical thinking, problem solving,
collaboration, and various forms of communication. Students do not need to learn and
remember information like they used to in the past (i.e., the purpose of formal
education 1s not “to give knowledge™); rather, they need to acquire and use higher-
order thinking skills (HOTS) and learn to work as a team [6].

Projects are built in the English Curriculum in the Israeli system of twelve-year
secondary education. Language Department for English Language Education of the
Ministry of Education has recently revised and updated the Curriculum, which
adheres to four main goals the students are expected to achieve on completion of the
12% grade:

- interact effectively in a variety of situations;

- access and make use of information from a variety of sources and media;

- present information in an organized manner;

- appreciate literature and other cultures, and develop linguistic awareness.

In accordance with the Principles underlying meaningful learning and
meaningful teaching [4, p. 8], English teachers are supposed to engage students in
activities that the latter feel are useful in their lives. Therefore, language tasks must
be active, constructive, authentic, and cooperative. English projects provide an
opportunity to meet these requirements and make students’ learning experience more
meaningful.

How It All Started
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APPENDIX
Stage 11 Chart — Getting to know your pen pals
Fill in the chart with the details from the correspondence.

There are  students in
my group:

Name of the student who
contacted you:

His/her age:

He/she was born in:

His/her hobby(-s):

Three interesting facts you | 1.
learned about the student
and his daily life: 2.

What is the student learning
in English at school?

What is the student
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currently learning in
History lessons?

Write two questions you 1.
will ask him/her in the next

message. 2.
Write two things you want | 1.
to share with him/her. 2

Stage III Chart — Discussing the literature piece / article(s)

Fill in the chart with the details from the correspondence.

Name of your pen pal

Did your pen pal like
the story  Address
Unknown? Why? Why
not?

What does he/she
think the message of
the story is?

What does your pen
pal thinks about how
the historical events
are reflected in the
story?

Write the questions
you asked your pen
pal about the
Stumbling Stones.

What did she/he reply
to the above questions
of yours?
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